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Application/Control Number: 09/744, 1 62 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1714 

The underlines on pages 3 and 4 of the specification is objected. Applicant faUed to 
respond to the objection. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

TTie specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-5 and 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The recited "unfilled acrylic polymer" in claims 1 and 8 is confusing since the composition 
contains up to 5% w/w of metal oxides and thus is filled. There is no definition with respect to 
the finely divided compound in the specification. The average particle size of 1 to 50 nm is taught 
as preferred at the top of page 4 ( and in claim 6), but the invention is not limited to the preferred 
embodiment. Thus, applicant's statement that particles sizes greater than the wavelength of light, 
i.e. above about 400 nm are excluded has little probative value. Also, contrary to applicant's 
assertion, the property regarding an optical property or hazing which is related to the particle size 
is not recited in the claim. 

The recited "hexanedioldiacrylate" in claim 4 improperly broadens the scope of claim 3 
since it does not contain a polar hydroxy group. 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless ~ 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of apphcation for patent in the United States. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
havmg ordmaiy skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3, 7, 8 and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Delphin et a! (WO 97/14749). 

Rejection is maintained for reason of record and following. 

Contrary to applicant's assertion, TiOj pigment particles falls within the scope of the finely 
divided compound absent a particular particle size. The reason given under above 1 12, 2nd PP is 
also repeated here. 



Claim 6 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
intervening claims. 
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TmS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi-om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
wiU expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1. 136(a) will be calculated fi-om the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS fi-om the mailing date of this 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi-om the 
examiner should be directed to Tae H. Yoon whose telephone number is (703) 308-2389. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday fi-om 8:00 to 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's supervisor, 
Vasu Jagannathan, can be reached on (703) 306-2777. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 305-5408. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 



final action. 
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